LETTER 


FROM 


A Citizen of Lonpoxn, t0 a Member of PagLiament, 


propoſing a Method for the Employment of the Vagrant Poor, in the 
Manuſafture of SAIL-CLOTH. 


STIR, 
\ S you have exerted yourſelf on all Occaſions, for the Encouragement of 


our own Manufactures, and more eſpecially, ſuch as 1imploy the Poor ; 
I beg Leave to take the prelent Opportunity, (whilſt the Hononrable 
Houſe of Commons have under Conkhideration the further encouraging that valuable 
one of Sail-Cloth) to lay betore you ſome few 'FVhoughts thereon. 

THAT whereas many Thoulands of Men, Women, and Children are daily 
ſtroling about theſe great Cities of £92001 and: Weſlminſier, without Employment, 
and having found, by Begging and Piltering, an caftier W ay of Maintenance, than 
by Working, do initiate and train up their Children therein, as if it was a lawful 
Trade : Inſomuch that they are become intolent, and often diſturb People in the 
Streets and Houſes by Day, and render them unſafe b y Nights. 

FOR Preyention thereof, and the making 1uch diſſolute Perſons uſeful to 


Society, 
It is Humbly Propoſed, 


That a General Workhouſe may be built, in ſome convenient Place near the 

Liver T hames, within five Miles of London, to be managed by Governors, 
Gratis, in the Nature of St. 7 homas's Hoſpital, and they to be a Body Corporate, 
with Power for the well-managing the ſame. 

TH E Governors of ſuch Hoſpital to attend by Rotation, in conyenient Places 
of theſe Cities, and being ſo met, to act, and to ſend all Beggars, or idle ſtrolin 
Perſons that may be brought before them, and who appear not to have any vilible 
Way of Maintenance, to the ſaid Workhouſe : ; there to remain and be kept to 
Labour, until they give Security, not to ofiend again ; but upon ſuch Security, 
and their own Deſire to be diſcharged, to be ſet at Liberty. 

THAT the Men may be pur to dreſs the Hemp and Flax, and prepare it 
for the Spinners ; that the Employment of the Women and Children may be 
Spinning 1t, to make Yarn for Sail-Cloth, and other Coarſe Linnen, to be fold 
to the Manufafturers thereof; and that the Profit ariſing thereby, may be for the 
Benefit of the ſaid Houſe. 

THAT the ſaid Governors may have Power to put the Laws in Execution 
againſt prophane Swearing and Curling, now become 1o common and ſcandalous 
to this Chriſtian Country, and the Fines to be appropriated to the fatd Work- 
houte. 

THE Boys of the ſaid Houſe, at a proper Age, to be put out Apprentices, 
for the Sea, in the Navy, or Merchant's Service, whoſe Maiters ſhould be 
obliged to provide for them, during the 'Time of their Indentures ; and the Girls 
to be put to convenient 'Trades, or qualified for Seryice, which would make Room 
for other Young ones. 

I MAKE no Doubt but a Workhouſe on ſuch a Foundation, and under a 


Juſt Management, would be greatly athited by the Charitable Donations of well- 


diſpoſed *Pertons, and that the Governors, as in St. Thomas's Hoſpital, would 
become BenefaQors tO 1t, 
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All which is Humbly Submitted. 


I am, STIR, 
"Gur Obedient Humble Servant. 


